BSA Troop 357 - Advancement Guideline Summary

for Cooking Program – Sept/Oct 2005

Four basic steps of advance:

1. Learning

2. Testing

3. Review

4. Recognition
RANK ADVANCEMENT

The Boy Scout Handbook outlines requirements for each rank.  You may work on advancement requirements with your parents and other family members, with other Scouts, and with adult Scout leaders.
You do not master Scout skills by performing them just once.  You will be thoroughly tested on each requirement before it is “signed off”.  Expect to practice each skill repeatedly, even after it has been signed off.  As you progress, you will also have opportunities to teach these skills to less experienced Scouts, which will further reinforce your knowledge and skill.

When you think you are ready to pass off a requirement, let a Star, Life, or Eagle Scout, or any boy leader in the Troop, evaluate your readiness.  When the two of you agree you are ready, the Scout who has evaluated you initials your book in the requirements list found in the FRONT of each rank section of your Handbook.

You then approach the Scoutmaster or any Assistant Scoutmaster to complete the requirement.  He will test you, or assign the test to a Troop Committee member or a more experienced Scout.  If you are successful, the person testing you will initial and date the requirement in the BACK section of your Handbook.
In keeping with the aims and ideals of the Boy Scouts of America, each requirement must be fulfilled as described in the Handbook.  Requirements typically involve you showing, telling, doing, and/or describing.  The Troop will pass you on a requirement only after you have met each element of the requirement fully.  Additionally, the Troop expects you to retain the knowledge and skill associated with a requirement.  Consequently, you may be asked to re-demonstrate knowledge and skill related to a previously passed requirement.
While the Troop, its leadership, and its program plan attempt to assist all Scouts in their advancement, particularly up through First Class, it is up to you to take advantage of the many available advancement opportunities.  You must take initiative to ask someone to test you when you are ready.  You are responsible for keeping your own personal advancement record in your Handbook.  You should also record service hours, campouts, troop activities, and leadership positions in the Handbook, or other journal.  Make photocopies of these records on a regular basis.
Ranks must be earned in order.  However, you may pass off almost any individual requirement for Tenderfoot through First Class at any time.  Cooking is the exception.  You must pass off all Second Class cooking requirements before passing off any First Class cooking requirements.  Similarly, First Class cooking requirements must be completed before attempting Cooking merit badge.
MERIT BADGES

Troop 357 is a troop with a strong sense of tradition.  Most of our Scouts traditionally earn Cooking merit badge on their path to Eagle.  Earning this badge is considered by the Troop to be a demonstration of Scout Spirit.  The Troop leaders and the Troop Committee expect all Scouts to continue these traditions.  Accordingly, you should plan on earning Cooking merit badge on your way to Eagle.
The following process must be followed.

1. You must have Scoutmaster approval PRIOR to working on a merit badge.  Get a merit badge sign-up form or blue merit badge card from the Advancement Chair or Scoutmaster, fill in your name, address, and the name of the badge, and ask the Scoutmaster to sign it.
2. Meet with the counselor.  The counselor will explain the requirements for the merit badge and help you get started.

3. Work on the badge requirements and meet with the counselor whenever necessary.
4. After you complete the merit badge, the counselor signs your merit badge card or sign-up sheet.
Most merit badges have a time limit.  You may have to start the badge over from the beginning if you do not complete it within the time limit.

Requirements for a merit badge must be met while you are working on a merit badge.
RECOMMENDED READING

· Boy Scout Handbook (No. 33105)

· Current year’s Boy Scout Requirements (No. 33215)

· Merit badge pamphlets

INTERNET RESOURCES

· bsaTroop357.org
· MeritBadge.com

· CampDurant.com
· usScouts.org
· Scouting.org
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